
 
Minutes from  FOVM meeting of Feb 7, 2013   
 
Meeting called to order at 6:30 pm. 
Board Members in attendance: Lauri Lieske, Amy Sobajian, Annette Mercer, Jim Barrie, Tammy 
Carr, Brenda Robinson,  Jeff Miller , Kristin Duerr. 
Others in attendance: Julie Markussen,  Noriko Peet, Lois Saucedo, Elsa Shekelle, Gerald Selvo, 
Criag Jaffe, David Kent, Rika Houston, Martha Orozco, Conny Lederer, Roger Greiner 
 
January Minutes  approved as written. 
 
Magnet Coordinator Report:  Julie reported that the Mark Twain tour tomorrow has been 
rescheduled to Wed. due to rain predicted tomorrow.   Marina will come 2/15, Palms declined.  
Webster is being offered a date.  It will not include classroom visits and clubs will be out during 
Nutrition. 
 
STEMM applications –Interest is lower than expected.  9th grade: 88 applications (through Choices) 
plus 12 walk ins.  There is room for 150 (and not all will show).  It will be even harder for the upper 
grades: 18 for 10th and 20s for 11th, and 7 for 12th.  This could be a huge issue regarding teacher hiring 
based on predicted numbers vs. seen numbers.  Also because the magnet has to hire teachers.  She has 
not gotten an answer regarding whether we can start as a 9th grade magnet and build.  They are 
publicizing at the local schools, etc. and trying to raise awareness but the process made it hard to 
apply and know what was being offered.  STEMM will not be getting extra money for being a magnet 
nor its own coordinator.  They would like to open as a 9/10 magnet.  Spanish will likely be the only 
language offered. 
 
There is a rumor that a Pilot School may be opening here…Grade 6-12… they want their own 
entrance, space, and parking.   
 
There is now a contiguous space plan for the magnets and SLCs.   There is no information regarding 
use of athletic facilities, etc.   
 
WLAGS Magnet – Our enrollment is projected to be full (547).  Julie, Bonnie, and Mr. Vicente 
visited Mark Twain and discussed a dual immersion idea but there are logistical issues since they 
only have identified 7 kids and we don’t know about credentialing.   The numbers are also not fitting 
easily into class sizes.   They will visit again in a month.  Julie will arrange a visit with Windward to 
see their language lab.  Our API  would be 882 (up 9 points). 
 
German is being phased out here.  Teacher positions are unclear (retirement, seniority, etc.) 
 
School Report Card was pretty dismal (although better than some LAUSD).  But we should publicize 
safety numbers, magnet numbers, etc.  on tours. 
 
Campus Beautification on Sat. 8-12.   
  
General Report: Annette & Laurie will not be on the Board next year.  Beautification is organized 
with 4 quadrants designated and lots of projects.  Pancake Breakfast has been postponed due to a late 
permit receipt.  Kristen reported that a college counselor will be at Monday’s PTSA meeting (6 pm).   
 
Financial Report:  Lauri reported.   Not a lot of activity.  We have $1980 committed ($700 has been 
paid out for the iPad conference and the rest is for japanese dictionaries and tape recorders.)  Balance 



is $29,336.58.  A language lab has been suggested as a target for this money. 
 
Gerald suggested contributing to the staff of the revamped flea market.  Jim commented that the 
money was raised with the expectation that it would benefit the magnet students/program.  We would 
also like to see what is planned.   
 
Technology Committee:  The committee will meet once the Windward visit has happened.  
 
Meeting adjourned 7:40 pm.  Next meeting 3/14/13   Submitted by Annette Mercer 


