
 
Minutes of the Friends of Venice Magnet meeting held on December 11, 2014   
 
Meeting called to order at 6:30 pm. 
 
Board Members in attendance: David Kent, Craig Jaffe, Mary Smith, Jim Barrie, Gloria Halfacre, Lois 
Saucedo, Elsa Shekelle, Alim Shamji, Sherry Godfrey. 
 
Others in attendance: Dr. Mendoza, Mr. Valerio, Courtney Lockwood, Arni Millare, Patty Lee, Paulene Reed, 
Scott Reed, Marcy Magiera, Erica Hirata, May Chao, Hiroyo Garrett, Gina Neusteter, Rosi Kent, Amy 
Sobajian, Catherine Johnson, Sarah Auerswald, Michael Koshak. 
 
School/Administration Report:  Dr. Mendoza reported that she had accepted a position at LAUSD’s 
Educational Service Center – West working with option schools, and will not be returning to Venice for the 
Spring Semester.  The new principal will be selected from a series of candidates who will be interviewed by 
the SBM council, which will recommend their choice to the local district superintendent, who will make the 
final selection.  Dr. Mendoza then presented a run down of the budgets for the two Venice magnet schools, 
explaining how funds were allocated in a variety of categories that limited how the funds could be spent.  She 
mentioned that funding allocated for substitute teachers that go unspent are returned to the school for the 
following year’s general fund.  In the current school year, an extra three teacher positions are funded from 
monies returned to the school in this manner. 
 
Guest Presentation:  Cynthia Macias, the Venice High School Site Coordinator for the UCLA Early 
Academic Outreach Program, gave a presentation on the four systems of higher education available to Venice 
graduates.  She stressed the importance of understanding the admission requirements for each of these schools, 
and for students to make sure that they start early so that they can meet those requirements when they reach 
senior year.  (Note: a copy of her presentation has been posted to the archive page of our website.)  Ms. Macias 
is on site at Venice every Tuesday in the college center.  She works with a number of students regularly, but is 
also available for walk-ins or by appointment.  She may be reached at cmacias@saonet.ucla.edu   
 
Magnet Teacher Reports:  STEMM lead teacher Courtney Lockwood discussed recent events at school, 
including the Hour of Code and the Novel Reading events held on 12/10 in the library.  She thanked FOVM 
and parent Mary Smith for coordinating refreshments for the day.  She mentioned that Venice is partnered with 
UCLA Engineering to provide free online tutoring of our students.  Students who want to take advantage of 
this may register with any STEMM teacher (even if they are not in the STEMM Magnet).  Please encourage 
students to participate – it is good for them, and we need 50 students per month to use the program in order to 
maintain our partnership.  STEMM students in Ms. Subbotovsky’s and Mr. Rojo’s classes will take a field trip 
to UCLA on January 23rd – they will need parent volunteers to act as chaperones.   STEMM will be holding an 
intervention night on January 29th for families of any students who received a D or F in the fall semester.   This 
repeats an event held last year that was helpful in getting students back on track.  She announced that the 
STEMM program had received a number of grants which will fund the purchase of the technology items 
needed for the elective courses such as the computer science course that begins next year.  This includes $1000 
from the Pacific Palisades Masons, $1000 from the Knights of Pythias, and $10,000 from Google. 
 
Financial Report:  Treasurer Lois Saucedo presented an accounting of financial activities for the period. 
 
New Business: David Kent announced that the FOVM board of directors had filled a vacancy on the board, 
electing Gloria Halfacre to the open STEMM parent position.  He also mentioned that Venice Saver Cards are 
now available, and that funds raised by selling these cards went to clubs and teams at Venice (including 
FOVM).  A short discussion on the FOVM email blast policies followed. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:22 pm.   
 
Next meeting 1/15/15, 6:30 pm    
 
Submitted by Jim Barrie 


