
 
 
Minutes of the Friends of Venice Magnet meeting held on March 12, 2015   
 
Meeting called to order at 6:35 pm. 
 
Board Members in attendance: David Kent, Craig Jaffe, Mary Smith, Jim Barrie, Lois Saucedo, Gloria 
Halfacre. 
 
Others in attendance: Ms. Bishop, Mr. Valerio, Courtney Lockwood, Cris Vicente, Sarah Auerswald, 
Jasmine Jaffe, Amy Sobajian, Rosi Kent, Conny Lederer, Sara Roos. 
 
School/Administration Report:  Ms. Bishop and Mr. Valerio presented the school report.  The staff is 
preparing for upcoming testing:  CAHSEE (10th graders, and others who didn’t pass previously) on 3/17-18, 
and Smarter Balance Testing (11th graders) on 4/15-6/4, which overlaps with the AP testing window.  The 
Smarter Balance scores won’t count, but parents will receive scores for information only.  The school is testing 
Internet connectivity, since the Smarter Balance testing is online.  Initial tests did not go well.  10th graders will 
be taking the state biology test sometime in mid-April.  The WASC site visit will be on 3/24.  Parents and 
students will be interviewed.  Ms. Bishop will be at Venice through spring break, but will be replaced by 
another interim principal after that.  Ms. Connolly is an interim asst. principal at the school until the existing 
opening is filled.  She is working on the master schedule for next year.  The principal position is being re-
flown, and will be open for new applicants for about three weeks.  (A lengthy discussion ensued on goals for 
the position and the school.)    Enrollment forecasts for next year are lower than hoped for, but the school is 
appealing the estimates in the hopes that they will not lose too many teachers.  At this point, the 
comprehensive school could lose 5 teachers, 1 admin, and 1 counselor.  The WLGS Magnet could also lose 1 
teacher.  This has also been appealed.   STEMM will be adding 2 teachers – probably science and history – as 
their enrollment creeps up to the district-approved maximum.  The new school year will begin on August 18th.   
Summer school will be held at Venice, but only for students needing to make up failed courses (credit 
recovery). 
 
Magnet Teacher Reports:  STEMM lead teacher Courtney Lockwood reported that the STEMM student 
council will be hosting a celebration of Pi day by serving pies on 3/13 (yes, a little early).  Several STEMM 
teachers had babies in March, and another is expecting in the fall.  The biomedical sciences program will be 
adding a Medical Interventions class next year; the new science teacher will be expected to teach this course.  
Mr. Rojo will be training to cover the Engineering software course.  They still need 36 computers for this 
course.  STEMM new student orientations will be held the same days as WLGS orientations, but staggered in 
time.  (See schedule below). 
 
Language Dept. chair Cris Vicente mentioned that they are waiting for confirmation on the bilingual awards 
for graduating seniors, and that the WLGS teachers are planning another set of awards to recognize exceptional 
students at each grade level, to be recognized at an upcoming assembly. 
 

Date STEMM Orientation WLGS Orientation 
4/18 10:30 – 12:00  8:30 – 10:00 
4/23 5:30 – 7:30  5:30 – 7:30 
4/25 8:30 – 10:00  10:30 – 12:00 

 
Parent volunteers are needed to help out will all the orientations. 
 
Financial Report:  Treasurer Lois Saucedo presented an accounting of financial activities for the period. 
 
New Business:   

*  Mary Smith presented an update on the library projects, and requested that funds be allocated to 
replace the world flags with a new, complete set.  The group approved an amount not to exceed $700 for the 
flag purchase.  Other library improvements being planned include:  new paint and carpeting, new electrical 
drops for computers, and LCD camera and projector, and replacement of a damaged window.    



* - PTSA needs parents to run for officer positions for next year.   
* - April 11th is the annual Spring Campus Beautification Day from 8:30 – 1:00. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 pm.   
 
Next meeting 4/9/15, 6:30 pm    
 
Submitted by Jim Barrie 


