
 
Minutes of the Friends of Venice Magnet meeting held on November 13, 2014   
 
Meeting called to order at 6:30 pm. 
 
Board Members in attendance: David Kent, Craig Jaffe, Mary Smith, Jim Barrie, Lois Saucedo, Elsa 
Shekelle, Alim Shamji. 
 
Others in attendance: Julie Markussen, Rinat Subbotovsky, Jessica Gutierrez, Carolyn Willcox, Jennifer 
Victorin, Gloria Halfacre, Brenda Robinson, Daryl Olesinski, Hiroyo Garrett, Amy Sobajian, Terri Sayama, 
Lina Yamaguchi, Yuichiro Ito, Leslie Nuesca, Martha Orozco, Alex Chun, Denise Sample, Paulene Reed, 
Kumiko Sasamori, Sheryl Katzovitz, Vianney Boutry, Ann Chun, Bobby Mustol. 
 
School/Administration Report:  David Kent read an email message from Mr. Valerio on the school status.   
Mr. Valerio stated that the school counselors had verified all the data on senior transcripts so that these 
students’ college application data would be correct.  The school has fixed all the issues that arose due to 
problems with MISIS.    Magnet Coordinator Julie Markussen then reported on the state of the magnet schools.  
She said that they had held the last tour for prospective families that morning, and it was much better attended 
(about 25) than is typical for a tour right before the Choices deadline to apply to magnet schools (11/14).    She 
said that the breakfast in the classroom is going well, and that the students are pleased.  The administration is 
pleased because the campus is cleaner:  since no food is being sold at nutrition, and the breakfast program 
includes organized disposal of trash, the end result is less litter on campus.  The new LAUSD acting 
superintendent is giving all staff daily updates on the district status, including MISIS, and the magnet staff is 
working to assure that next semester starts smoothly for all students. 
 
Magnet Teacher Reports:  STEMM Math Teacher Rinat Subbotovsky presented a report on activities in 
STEMM.  She said that they had developed a partnership with UCLA to provide online tutoring for Venice 
students, that UCLA students would be speaking at the school at an upcoming date, and that STEMM students 
would visit UCLA on January 23, where they would see a presentation on the UCLA summer internship 
program.  She thanked parent Gloria Halfacre for helping to arrange a $10,000 grant from the Sawchuck 
Family Foundation.  She mentioned that computers that were received from a Donors Choose grant would be 
used for the Engineering computer course, but that they still needed to get Microsoft Office for these 
computers.  Craig Jaffe suggested that it might be possible to get the software donated through TechSoup.   
STEMM Science Teacher Jessica Gutierrez reported that the STEMM student council was planning an ice 
cream social for next semester, and that they had an upcoming fundraiser at Fresh Brothers pizza.  She further 
explained that all the STEMM teachers were participating in a tutoring program open to all students, and that 
specific students needing extra attention were being “adopted” by individual teachers.  She reported that Ms. 
Witham had her English classes celebrating novel writing month by collaboratively writing a novel that would 
be read aloud at an event in December.  Ms. Gutierrez and Mr. Rojo are arranging for Venice to participate in 
the “Hour of Code” event on December 10th, with volunteers from Boys and Girls Club and Google helping 
students to learn to write computer programs and actually produce code during the event, to be held during 4th 
period that day.  The event is open to all Venice students.   WLGS Italian Teacher Carolyn Willcox thanked 
the group for donating the iPad cart “Language Lab”.  The five language teachers have been using the lab one 
day each per week, and the students are enjoying the experience.  The teachers meet weekly to discuss plans 
and strategies for making the most of the technology.  She reported that Mr. Vicente and Ms. Roberts are 
considering following up on the recent documentary series event by organizing a service trip to Guatemala 
next summer.  Students in Italian will be going on a field trip to the Pompeii exhibit at the California Science 
Center on December 3rd, paid for by a Donors Choose project.  Julie Markussen reported that Ms. Nomachi’s 
Japanese class has been hosting a visit from 40 students and 5 teachers from Oguni HS in Japan (an annual 
event).  Our students enjoyed the interaction with their Japanese peers, even participating in a dance 
performance presented by the visitors.   The students also exchanged gifts with their peers.  Julie and Chinese 
teacher Mr. Leong will be leading a tour to China over spring break – this open to any interested Venice 
student.  The nine day trip costs about $2000; deadline to sign up is December 8. 
 
Financial Report:  Treasurer Lois Saucedo presented an accounting of financial activities for the period. 
 



Old Business:  Deferred to next month to provide time for Ms. Victorin’s presentation. 
 
New Business: STEMM magnet counselor Jennifer Victorin presented an extensive review of the various 
requirements for students to graduate from Venice HS.  She noted that the rules have changed several times 
recently, so that each class at Venice has a different set of requirements.  Her handouts have been posted on the 
FOVM website at venicemagnet.org/students  An important item to note is that while the number of credits for 
graduation has decreased, specific requirements are harder to meet, making it very important that students stay 
on track from freshman year.  
 
 
After concluding remarks by David Kent, the meeting was adjourned at 8:04 pm.   
 
Next meeting 12/11/14, 6:30 pm    
 
Submitted by Jim Barrie 
 


