
 
 
Minutes of the Friends of Venice Magnet meeting held on April 9, 2015   
 
Meeting called to order at 6:35 pm. 
 
Board Members in attendance: David Kent, Craig Jaffe, Mary Smith, Jim Barrie, Lois Saucedo, Sherry 
Godfrey, Elsa Shekelle, Alim Shamji, Nancy Steiner. 
 
Others in attendance: Dr. Sherman, Mr. Valerio, Bonnie Roche-Blair, Courtney Lockwood, Cris Vicente, 
Jasmine Jaffe, Amy Sobajian, Rosi Kent, Conny Lederer, Sara Roos, Maria Pinto, Hamideh Najibzadeh, 
Martha Orozco, Patty Lee, Brenda Robinson, Josefina Suan, Neal Steiner. 
 
School/Administration Report:  Interim principal Dr. Sherman and AP Mr. Valerio presented the school 
report.  The staff is preparing for upcoming testing:  10th graders will be taking the CST Science test on 4/16, 
and Smarter Balance Testing (11th graders) in late April through mid-May, which overlaps with the AP testing 
window.   Those juniors taking AP tests will be tested first, and should finish before AP testing.  Final exams 
will be 6/1 – 6/3.  Graduation will be on 6/4 at 4 pm.  Rehearsal for graduation will be on 6/3.  Dr. Sherman 
introduced herself to the group, and fielded a number of questions from parents.  She asserted that her main 
priorities would be (1) Safety (2) Transparency, and (3) Don’t start anything she can’t finish.  She said she 
would be at school until the end of the semester.  They are working on the master schedule for next year.  
STEMM is expected to add one or two teachers, while WLGS has been told they will lose one teacher.   This 
reduction in staffing has been appealed. 
 
Magnet Teacher Reports:  Cris Vicente reported on WLGS activities.  9th graders will be taking the annual 
field trip to the Port of Los Angeles on 4/10.  The Documentary Series will commence after AP testing.  The 
film “When We Were Kings” will be shown to all grade levels in WLGS on 5/17-18.  Students from Ms. 
Willcox’ Italian Classes attended the LA Opera’s production of The Marriage of Figaro.  Ms. Roche-Blair 
pointed out that 12 students went on a trip to China over spring break, with Mr. Liang and Ms. Markussen.  
 
STEMM lead teacher Courtney Lockwood reported that the STEMM student council hosted a celebration of Pi 
day by serving pies on 3/13, despite the other excitement on campus that day.  Representatives from Venice 
will attend Mar Vista STEMM night on 4/17, hosting two booths (STEMM Magnet and Robotics Club).  Santa 
Monica College has offered to run an afterschool course on sustainability.  It will be held over the course of 
three days in May (one day per week).  Flyers will go out soon to inform students of this opportunity.  This is 
similar to a very popular course offered last year.  STEMM has two speakers coming to campus soon:   on 4/23 
a cinematographer will present to STEMM and the Media SLC, and on 5/19 students will hear from a physicist 
who consults for the show “Big Bang Theory.”   Two STEMM teachers will take AP training over the 
summer:  Ms. Subbotovsky for AP Calculus (which will definitely be offered) and Mr. Rojo for AP Statistics 
(which may be offered next year).  She is hoping that the new chemistry teacher will be hired in time to take 
training for AP Chemistry. 
 
Financial Report:  Treasurer Lois Saucedo presented an accounting of financial activities for the period. 
 
New Business:   

*  Conny Lederer made a pitch for volunteers for Beautification Day, to be held on 4/11.    
* - PTSA needs parents to run for officer positions for next year.   
* - Mary Smith presented details about the proposed Mark Twain Immersion Program, and the 
potential impact upon the Venice HS community and neighborhood. 
* - Mr. Vicente discussed the efforts of the language department to introduce new instructional 
software into the language programs, and made a request that FOVM fund a program called “Mango 
Languages,” for the WLGS students.  Projected cost would be $2843.  The board will consider this 
proposal before the next meeting.  (Note – after the meeting, it was decided that there would be value 
in piloting this program in the coming year with a smaller contingent of students.  Details still need to 
be worked out, but the cost should be considerable less – around $1200.)   

 



The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 pm.   
 
Next meeting 5/12/15, 6:30 pm  (FOVM Elections)   
 
Submitted by Jim Barrie 


