
Friends of Venice Magnet – Meeting Minutes 
September 10, 2015 

 
 
Board Members in Attendance: Sarah Auerswald, Jim Barrie, Craig Jaffe, David Kent, Lois 
Saucedo, Mary Smith, Nancy Steiner 
Others in Attendance: Pavlin Lange, Brent Rojo, Cris Vicente, Laura Ferre, Barbara Komatsu, 
Cindy Delgado, Graciela Vallejo, Hiroyo Garrett, Jasmine Jaffe, Keith McKnight, Patty Lee, 
Daryl Olesinski, Laurie Combredet, Patti Yung, Alim Shanji, Elsa Shekelle, Maria Alamillo, 
Rosi Kent 
 
Meeting was called to order at 6:02. Dr. Wiedoeft and Mr. Valerio were at other events and not 
able to attend the meeting. 
 
Venice Alumni Association – Laura Ferre 
Laura Ferre, president of the Alumni Association, spoke about the organization and noted the 
school’s 105-year history. Much of this history is preserved in the Champion Easton Alumni 
House located across from school. The house is open from 10 am to 1 pm on the second and 
fourth Saturday of the month.  
 
Laura described some of the association’s activities, including offering scholarships, publishing a  
quarterly newsletter, selecting  the homecoming court and sponsoring the annual showing of 
Grease. This year, the movie will take place on the football field on September 26th.  
 
Magnet Coordinator – Pavlin Lange 
Mr. Lange is taking over the position vacated by Julie Markussen. He talked about his history 
with the school, which began in 1994 and included teaching French, ESL and English as well as 
leading student trips to Europe. 
 
Parents expressed concern about seniors getting the administrative support needed (i.e. verifying 
participation, etc.) to complete applications for colleges, scholarships and honors societies. The 
college counselor has previously handled this, but that person is not yet in place.  
 
World Language and Global Studies Magnet Report – Cris Vicente 
Mr. Vicente mentioned the successful Magnet Meet and Mingle that took place the previous 
night. He also asked for parent volunteers to help chaperone the approximately 500 WLGS 
students who will be going to see the movie He Named Me Malala on October 23. Most of the 
funds needed to make this trip possible have been donated, but contributions to Donors Choose 
are needed to make up the balance.  
This summer, there will be two opportunities for students to travel to Europe. See Mr. Vicente 
for more details. The Magnet program is still looking for supplies and funds/resources to produce 
a give-away item that can be distributed at recruitment fairs. 
 
Science, Technology, Engineering, Medicine & Math Magnet Report – Brent Rojo 
Mr. Rojo reported for Courtney Lockwood, who could not attend. STEMM has two new 
teachers: April White, teaching Biomed 2 and 3 and Patrick James, long-term sub teaching 



Chemistry and Biology. Mr. Rojo is teaching Engineering 3, and is working with students to 
determine the subject emphasis for Engineering 4. He would like to see a focus on environmental 
and sustainability issues as he has experience dealing with water and water reuse projects. 
Another possibility is having a Capstone course that offers a variety of projects, but this involves 
high expenses for materials. STEMM will have a booth at the Abbot Kinney Festival. Mr. Rojo 
will lead the STEMM Council while Ms. Gutierrez is on maternity leave. New logos are being 
solicited for STEMM, WLGS, and a combined logo for the two magnet programs. Tutoring 
schedules have been released. Donors Choose programs are listed. STEMM received 28 
computers from Donors Choose. Mr. Rojo has CTE credential, giving our program eligibility for 
Federal Perkins Funding, which supports technical career pathways. Computer Club meets 
Mondays at lunch, MESA meets Tuesdays at lunch, and STEMM Council meets Thursdays at 
lunch. 
 
Treasurer’s Report – Jim Barrie 
We received $1200 in donations and spent $157 for the Welcome Picnic. We have $10,331.78 in 
discretionary funds available. Some funds are earmarked for the Student Activities Committee, 
comprised of former WLGS staff, which helps run activities such as the senior picnic. Barbara 
Komatsu, a former VHS teacher and member of this committee, described some of the 
committee’s activities. 
 
Sarah Auerswald is spearheading a fundraising committee to determine needs and strategies. 
Additional members are welcome. 
 
Announcements 
 
School Based Management Committee elections were held last Tuesday. Members are Jim 
Barrie, Sherry Godfrey, David Kent, Alexandra Navarro and Yechiel Goldberg. Alternates are 
Robert Mustol and Hector Gutierrez. FOVM is well represented, which was not the case in the 
past. 
 
School Site Council elections will be held Sept. 15 at 5 pm in the Cafeteria. 
 
Magnet office volunteers are still needed on Monday and Tuesday mornings from 8 or 9 am to 
noon and on Fridays from 11 to 1. This is the fourth year that Mary Smith has coordinated 
volunteers for the Magnet office, and we are very appreciative of her efforts. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 7:23 pm. 
 
Note: The October meeting has been cancelled so that Board Members can attend 
Recruitment Events. 
 
Next meeting date: November 12, 6 pm in the Cafeteria 


