
Minutes from  FOVM meeting of April 11, 2013   
 
Meeting called to order at 6:30 pm.  Introductions.  
Board Members in attendance: Lauri Lieske, Amy Sobajian, Annette Mercer, Jim Barrie, Jeff Miller, Ron 
Furuyama  
Others in attendance: Julie Markussen,  Noriko Peet, Lois Saucedo, Elsa Shekelle, Ronda Clark, Sarah 
Auerswald, David Kent, Cassandra Kelly, Mary Smith 
 
Financial Report:  $150 in donations the last two months.  Balance is $28,575.45 and matches with GBC.  
We have $1280 committed for dictionaries and tape recorders. 
 
February Minutes approved as written.  Jeff moved, Lauri seconded. There was no March meeting. 
 
Magnet Coordinator Report:  Julie reported that all students accepted into the magnets have been sent letters 
and they have until April 19 to respond.  A volunteer has started calling those the school hasn’t heard from.  
The District has accepted 140 for WLAGS and 130 for STEMM (9th grade).  WLAGS only has 13 on the 
waiting and late lists since many might have gone to STEMM as a 2nd choice.    A few have moved from 
WLAGS to STEMM but some may go the other way.  WLAGS need 523 to keep the current number of 
teachers.  There is room in both still and there are some walk ins. 

STEMM – The first engineering elective works better if the student has physics and some math.  They 
may do Algebra 1 then Algebra 2, then Geometry.  They have been looking at other schools to see how they 
have done it.  Spanish is the only language offered in the STEMM.  Other languages would be offered after 
WLAGS students.  This would be hard to accomplish if a student needed double English or double math 
periods.  There will be scheduling issues with PE, languages, the engineering elective, Health, etc.    They have 
started building the matrix.  The flyer for hiring went out.  They are looking for 1 spanish teacher, 3 math 
teachers, 2 english, 1 PE (with Health), 1 history, 1 physics, 1 biological sciences (and possibly who can teach 
AP Environmental Science).  Applications are due next 4/17 and interviews will be the following weeks.  
Money for teacher training is now unclear.  Annette suggested a connection with CSUN.  Mr. Holland would 
also like a stipend for the 2 weeks of training during the summer.  Ms. Talley is assisting with counseling. 

Mary suggested that summer options at the Adult School or Hamilton HS should be publicized. 
Some AP Teachers want to go to conferences and Julie is looking for funds.  Amy suggested Title 1 

money since 60% of the school (and probably the classes) is Title 1 (but there is less Title 1 money next year). 
 The Copy Center job may not exist next year, which will affect teachers.   
 The Magnet may get a clerk (but we need to keep pushing).  Julie is hoping the STEMM counselor 
would move upstairs as well.   
 Orientations for both magnets are April 27, 9-11 am and May 11, same time.  STEMM in the 
Auditorium and WLAGS in the cafeteria.  Math placement will be different because they are not allowed to let 
people retake Algebra as they did before.  No placement tests will be given.   Julie will ask for parent help and 
refreshments. 
 
General Report: At some point there needs to be a logistics discussion at least of the funds between the two 
magnets.  Jim feels we should have a Friends of STEMM but meet jointly. 
 
Technology Committee: Staff is thinking about the language lab needs, including software needs, and 
whether a room will be available.  The conference on iPad use went well.   
 
Nominations for 2013-14 WLAGS Board:  Elections will be in May.  We have 9 members and are losing two 
for sure (Annette & Laurie).  The Board votes the officers.     Mary Smith and Elsa Shekelle volunteered to 
serve as board members.  Other board members are asked to let Jim know if they wish to continue serve.  
Annette and Lauri described what they do.   
 
Meeting adjourned  8:00 pm.  Next meeting May 9, 2013    
Submitted by Annette Mercer 


