
 
Minutes from  FOVM meeting of December 11, 2012   
Phone Conference call at 7 pm  
 
Board Members in “attendance”: Lauri Lieske, Jeff Miller, Amy Sobajian, Ron Furuyama, Annette 
Mercer, Jim Barrie, Brenda Robinson 
 
Jim started the discussion, noting that it is unlikely there will be a quorum on Thursday, so that 
meeting will be abbreviated.  It will still be held to be able to hear from the Coordinator and get an 
assessment of enrollment status.  The goal of this phone call is to talk about the STEMM Magnet (and 
he heard strongly before that we should stay focused on our WLAGS magnet).  And then he would 
like a discussion of the wish list.  
 
Laurie said, and others agreed that we need to segregate the money raised for the WLAGS magnet 
but incorporate the STEMM magnet asap. We know of 2 parents who will be involved in the 
STEMM magnet but we should wait to see how it evolves and not become the fundraising arm for the 
whole school.  Or in that case, perhaps we could have subcommittees for each SLC.  We could  also 
fundraise for the WLAGS magnet but cooperate with the STEMM magnet with websites, 
communication, and other general matters.  Or we could jointly fundraise for coordinator and clerical 
support. 
 
Amy suggested that we should spend on something we can point to and Jim suggested Technology. 
There are many requests for iPads and equipment to both speak and hear language.  At Mark Twain 
MS they skype to others in other countries. A computer lab for the magnet has been discussed.  
Perhaps we can build on the success Ms. Sandouk has had with the iPads and there is also a request 
for attendance at a Technology conference.  He will discuss this idea with Julie and try to determine 
more about a lab or set of mobile carts or a video conference-like center concept.  It was suggested 
that Windward may have something like what is being envisioned and that we could go see it.  We 
could do something pretty cool for $25K. 
 
We also need to push for second coordinator and/or clerical assistance.   (Lobby the district or Steve 
Zimmer?) If necessary, this could be a joint fundraising effort with STEMM. 
 
Zimmer is up for reelection (in March).  Charters are putting up a candidate, possibly Kate Anderson? 
(Mar Vista parent).  Should we have a forum with all 5 candidates?  Or publicize someone else’s 
forum? We want to support what he’s done for us but we also need to get all the candidates to hear us. 
   
Wish List:  Yes on everything specifically identified with a dollar amount (some of which has been 
previously approved)**.  We should form a Subcommittee to define the technology center concept 
(Jim and others interested).  We should also ask Ms. Gill about foreign language books in the library 
and the idea of a separate printing center vs supporting of the library with ink and paper. 
 
We could get flash drives for $4 each (personalized for the Magnet, in different colors?) but Annette 
was concerned with viruses.  We could also buy fewer and teachers could distribute them to those in 
financial need.  Or we could do it as fundraiser to defray costs. 
 
Jim suggested a last push for donations (Tax deduction).     
 
The Feb meeting will be on the 7th not 14th. 
 
Submitted by Annette Mercer 



 
** Wish List Update for Magnet  12/11/12 
      

    Approved by 
Board 

Teacher Items Request  (Estimated 
Cost)  

      

Ms. Willcox 
Harry Potter, Hunger 
Games, and other high 
interest books in Italian 

 $320.00  320  

      
Ms. Willcox/Ms. 
Markussen/Mr. 
Vicente 

Conference Attendance for 
iPad use in World 
Languages classes 

 $700.00  700  

      

Ms. Sandouk iPad Biology/Physiology 
Apps (already purchased)  $49.99  0  

 iPad cases, covers, and 
styluses for 8 iPads  $700.00  700  

      
      

Mr. Vicente 
Tape recorders for World 
Languages classes (20 @ 
$29/pc) 

 $580.00  580  

      

Ms. Markussen halogen bulbs and LCD 
lamps (already ordered)  $124.61  0  

      

Ms. Roberts 
(40) "The Penguin State of 
the World" Atlases at 
$12/per 

 $480.00  500  

      

Ms. Nomachi ***previous request for 
Japanese dictionaries  $700.00  0  

      

Ms. Willcox, Mrs. 
Roche-Blair 

iPads for classroom and 
counseling use (16 GB at 
$484) 

 $968.00  1100  

      
iPads teachers 
can check out 5 at $484  $2,420.00  2750  



      
      
 
The items showing a zero in the approved column are either (a) previously 
purchased under the $500 budget approved earlier in the year (iPad apps and 
lamps), or (b) previously approved last year (Japanese dictionaries). The total 
of the newly approved items is $6650. 
 
 
Note from Jim Barrie, Jan. 7, 2013 
 
FYI	  -‐	  	  
A	  number	  of	  these	  items	  have	  since	  been	  purchased	  by	  Julie,	  Carolyn	  Willcox,	  and	  me.	  	  	  	  I	  know	  that	  Julie,	  Cris	  Vicente,	  
and	  Carolyn	  have	  registered	  for	  the	  conference.	  	  Carolyn	  purchased	  a	  number	  of	  the	  Italian	  books,	  and	  then	  came	  up	  
with	  a	  few	  more	  that	  she	  asked	  me	  to	  order.	  	  While	  the	  combination	  went	  a	  little	  over	  budget,	  I	  proceeded	  with	  the	  order,	  
as	  I	  was	  able	  to	  get	  a	  good	  deal	  on	  the	  iPad	  cases	  for	  Ms.	  Sandouk.	  	  I	  delivered	  the	  class	  set	  of	  Atlases	  to	  Ms.	  Roberts	  this	  
morning,	  and	  will	  drop	  off	  the	  iPads	  and	  covers	  on	  Tuesday.	  	  	  


