
 
Minutes of the Friends of Venice Magnet meeting held on September 11, 2014   
 
Meeting called to order at 6:42 pm. 
 
Board Members in attendance: David Kent, Craig Jaffe, Mary Smith, Jim Barrie, Lois Saucedo, Nancy 
Steiner, Sherry Godfrey. 
 
Others in attendance: Cris Vicente-Aguilar, Courtney Lockwood, Martha Orozco, Rosi Kent, Sarah 
Auerswald, Gloria Halfacre, Sara Roos, Brenda Robinson, Kumiko Sasamori, Bobby Mustol, Daryl Olesinski, 
Hiroyo Garrett, Jasmine Jaffe, Amy Sobajian, May Chao, Salwa Essaid, Hamideh Najibzadeh, Lourdes 
Ramirez, Kristin Duerr, Mario Jauregui, Mishalay Sanders, Sharon Davis, Sanami Matsumoto, Richard 
Valerio, Frank Nunez. 
 
School/Administration Report: Richard Valerio spoke on behalf of the school.  Mr. Nunez was also there in 
support.  A big issue at school is enrollment.  Norm day is scheduled for 9/12, and there is no indication that 
this will be postponed, despite the difficulties the district is having with the MISIS computer system.  As of the 
last head count, WLGS has 523 students, which is exactly the number needed to keep their 18 staff positions.   
STEMM has 411 students, and needs 430 to be allowed to add the one extra teacher (Spanish teacher) that they 
hope for.  The comprehensive school is below the expected level, and may lose one or more teachers.  The 
enrollment numbers fluctuate day-to-day.  The good news is that the new Spanish teacher is now in place as a 
long-term sub, and Mr. Vicente has been helping her to get up to speed.  If the enrollment goal is reached, they 
hope to make the position permanent.  On 9/15, Apple is coming to set up the equipment for the Language Lab.  
Mr. Valerio is trying to arrange for Apple to conduct training at Venice for the teachers who will use the Lab – 
if Venice hosts a larger training session, our teachers may get the training for free.  The LAUSD Magnet 
Choices program becomes available on 10/1, with a deadline of 11/15 for families to apply to attend a new 
Magnet school next fall.  Venice has scheduled magnet tours on 10/2, 10/9, 10/23, 10/30, and 11/16, from 8:45 
– 10:00.  We need parents to help out and do PR for the school.   Venice representatives will also be attending 
Magnet Faires at several middle schools in the next month.  Contact Julie Markussen if you can help out.  
Venice is willing to hold tours for local middle school kids; only Mark Twain has traditionally done this.  
David Kent mentioned that Palms does not arrange for students to visit Venice because they don’t want their 
kids to miss class.  A parent familiar with New West Charter said the Venice outreach was very effective 
because of the Student Ambassadors who spoke there.  Brenda Robinson suggested that Venice hold an open 
house on a Saturday so that students could come without missing class.  Mr. Valerio mentioned that on 10/4, 
Venice is hosting a Volunteer Day – perhaps this would be a good time to double up and have an Open House.   
 
Financial Report:  Treasurer Lois Saucedo presented an accounting of financial activities for the period, 
although in the interest of time, details were not discussed.  The accounting will be posted on the website. 
 
Magnet Teacher Reports:  Courtney Lockwood, lead teacher for STEMM reported on that program’s recent 
activities.  Many of the STEMM teachers had Donors Choose projects funded in entirety by Google in the past 
week, but many needs still exist.  She is hoping that Google can help fund the additional laptops the program 
needs through a crowdsourcing campaign.   She recently received a $2200 grant from the Abbot Kinney 
Festival Association, and another from the Fedco Foundation.  Many of the items for the Engineering program 
that were purchased with Google grant funds from last year are arriving, including Robotics equipment.  
STEMM will continue their speakers program.  They had six people come to speak to students last year on a 
variety of different STEMM career opportunities.  The first for this year will be 9/15, entitled “Forks over 
Knives,” presented by the Nutritional Science Foundation.  The topic of the unfunded supplies for the 
Biomedical Sciences course was raised – David Kent mentioned that the FOVM STEMM subcommittee had 
voted to allocate $2418 (their carryover funds from last year) to the course needs, but additional funds are still 
needed.  Gloria Halfacre mentioned that the Satchick Family Foundation is considering issuing a grant to 
FOVM for such needs.   Ms. Lockwood mentioned that the students in the Engineering track overwhelmingly 
voted to have the third year course in Engineering focus on computer software (vs. electronics hardware), so 
there will be a need for additional computers next year (to allow a classroom lab of 40).   
 
 



 Cris Vicente-Aguilar, Spanish teacher for WLGS and Senior Class sponsor mentioned that they will be 
holding a senior parent meeting soon.   Regarding the Language Lab, he said that he is taking an online 
workshop on the use of iPads in the classroom and hopes to make use of this with the Lab.  The WLGS 
Documentary Series begins soon with a showing of the movie in the language classes, followed by an 
assembly with the group featured in the documentary.  He mentioned that the teachers and staff are trying to be 
more proactive about recruiting new students into the magnet programs, and they are considering having the 
students use the new iPads to make a video highlighting the great things going on at Venice.  He said they need 
funding for better signage and give-away items for upcoming Magnet Faires.  The WLGS teachers are 
proposing that the popular Magnet Meet and Mingle event be held again this year.  Unfortunately, due to many 
conflicts, the only date that they WLGS teachers can support is 9/30.  After much discussion, it was proposed 
by Mary Smith that both Magnet programs participate in such an event, and that FOVM would coordinate.  Ms. 
Lockwood indicated support for the idea, and said she would share with STEMM teachers.  A committee was 
formed to organize the event, to be coordinated by Sarah Auerswald.  Mr. Valerio indicated he would check on 
the availability of the cafeteria for the event, and would get it put on the calendar. 
 
New Business: 
 Ms. Sharon Davis extended an invitation to all parents to attend an event being held on 9/17 at school, 
and distributed a flyer. 
 David Kent mentioned the need for us to increase our profile for recruiting new families to the Venice 
Magnet schools, and asked for volunteers to help write grants, create content for our website, and investigate 
other recruiting opportunities.  Sarah Auerswald volunteered to lead an Outreach Committee. 
 David asked those in attendance whether the current meeting schedule (2nd Thursdays) was optimum 
for the group – an overwhelming consensus was reached to maintain this schedule. 
 
After concluding remarks by David Kent, the meeting was adjourned at 8:07 pm.   
 
Next meeting 10/9/14, 6:30 pm    
 
Submitted by Jim Barrie 
 
 
 


