
 
Minutes of the Friends of Venice Magnet meeting held on December 12, 2013   
 
Meeting called to order at 6:30 pm. 
Board Members in attendance: Jim Barrie, Ron Furuyama, Brenda Robinson, Lois Saucedo, Mary 
Smith. 
Others in attendance: Julie Markussen, Noriko Peet, David Kent, Amy Sobajian, Carolyn Willcox, 
Linda Patterson-Salib, Rosi Kent, Sarah Auerswald, Alim Shamji. 
 
November Minutes:  discussion deferred (and later approved by the board via electronic vote). 
 
Magnet Coordinator Report:  Julie reported that the Choices application period for magnet schools 
is complete.  The school will get information on the number of applications to the two magnets in 
mid-March, while families will be notified in early April.  This year there will be no “late list” of post 
deadline applications, but schools will be able to collect “walk-in” applications at any time.   
 
The magnet program was audited by the District Magnet Coordinator Mary Lu Camacho in 
November.  While there were some issues with the course matrix, overall she was very pleased with 
the state of the schools organization.  The main issues that need to be addressed are that many of the 
magnet classes exceed the district-mandated maximum of 37 students, and many classes have more 
than 25% of non-magnet students enrolled.  Julie is working towards achieving compliance in these 
areas, but the current staffing situation makes it impossible to fully comply with the requirements. 
 
Parent volunteers are needed to help out with the upcoming Jacket of Excellence luncheon to be held 
on December 18th.  This program honors those seniors who have met the program’s requirements for 
academic achievement.   
 
The World Languages and Global Studies Magnet will be starting a student council to address issues 
particular to the Language Magnet students.  Mrs. Roberts is advising the group.   Topics that will be 
considered by the council include ways to engage students in internationally themed activities.  This 
could include screening relevant documentaries in English classes, holding an International Day or 
Week on campus, and participation in charitable activities that support global causes (e.g., Heifer 
International).   They are considering a speaker program that would bring in outside experts to speak 
to students on Global Studies topics, similar to the very successful technical speaker program 
arranged by the STEMM Magnet teachers. 
 
The Language Magnet 10th grade English teacher position is still in a state of uncertainty.   Recent 
hire Jean McLaughlin left the school in November to take a position with LAUSD as an “expert 
teacher” to provide professional development for other teachers in the common core curricula.   Mr. 
Shock is filling the vacancy as a long-term substitute at least through the end of the first semester.  He 
has been offered the position for the remainder of the school year, but has not yet accepted.  The 
administration, along with a faculty/parent screening committee elected not to post the position for a 
permanent hire during the school year, as there were only a very limited number of applicants 
available during the middle of the school year.  The position will be posted this spring with the goal 
of finding a permanent replacement that would begin in the fall of 2014. 
 
Financial Report:  FOVM Board Treasurer Lois Saucedo provided a report on the group’s financial 
holdings.  The balance available for program funding is $29,858.06, with an additional $2,000 
committed to a Magnet Coordinator discretionary fund, and $1,280 committed to two teacher requests.  
As the teacher requests have not been acted upon in over a year, the group voted to rescind the prior 
allocations and return the $1,280 to the general fund.  



 
 
Old Business:  Jim presented a cost proposal for the Magnet teacher requested “Language Laboratory” 
which will begin with a classroom set of 30 iPad tablet computer, a charging/syncing cart, and a 
laptop computer to handle the setup of the devices.  Italian teacher Carolyn Willcox spoke to the 
group of the enthusiasm that the staff has for this project, and mentioned that there will also be a need 
for training of the teachers to make the best use of the lab.  Julie mentioned that the funding that the 
school receives for common core training might be a good source of funds for helping our teachers 
implement this new “high-tech” method of teaching languages.  After a long discussion on the issue, 
including whether or not we should purchase a three-year extended warranty for the iPads, the group 
voted to allocate $25,400 towards the language lab; specifically to fund: 

	   	   	   	   	   	   	  
	  

Option	  3:	  	  iPad	  Air	   	  	   	  	   	  	   	  	  
	  

	  
	  	   Qty	   Price	   Extended	  Price	   With	  Tax	  

	  
	  

iPad	  Air	   30	   	  $484.00	  	   $14,520	  	   	  $15,899.40	  	  
	  

	  
Cart	   1	   	  $4,049.96	  	   $4,050	  	   	  $4,434.71	  	  

	  
	  

MacBook	  Pro	   1	   	  $1,209.00	  	   $1,209	  	   	  $1,323.86	  	  
	  

	  
eWaste	  Fee/Recycling	  Fee	  

	  
$93	  	   	  $93.00	  	  

	  
	  

	  	  
	  

Subtotal	   $21,760	  	   	  $21,750.96	  	  
	  

	  
Aftermarket	  case	   30	   	  $21.00	  	   $630	  	   	  $689.85	  	  

	  
	  

	  	  
	  

Subtotal	   $22,390	  	   	  $22,440.81	  	  
	  

	  
Optional	  AppleCare	   30	   	  $99.00	  	   $2,970	  	   	  $2,970.00	  	  

	  
	  

($49	  deductible)	   	  	   TOTAL	   $25,360	  	   	  $25,410.81	  	  
	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   	  The decision to spend the additional money on the warranty was based upon a calculation that the 
break-even point for such an cost would be a total of seven warranty claims in the three year period. 
 
The group then conducted, without actions, future fundraising activities, the library improvement 
project, and future funding for the Jacket of Excellence program.   
 
Finally, in response to a conflict of the upcoming January 16, 2014 meeting of FOVM with the next 
meeting of the Gondolier Booster Club, a decision was made to reschedule our meeting for January 
23, 2014. 

	   	   	   	   	   	   
 
Meeting adjourned 8:00 pm.  Next meeting 1/23/14   Submitted by Jim Barrie 


