
 
Minutes of the Friends of Venice Magnet meeting held on February 12, 2015   
 
Meeting called to order at 6:32 pm. 
 
Board Members in attendance: David Kent, Craig Jaffe, Mary Smith, Jim Barrie, Lois Saucedo, Elsa 
Shekelle, Nancy Steiner, Sherry Godfrey, Alim Shamji. 
 
Others in attendance: Mr. Valerio, Courtney Lockwood, Cris Vicente, Bonnie Roche-Blair, Sylvia Shelp, 
Sarah Auerswald, Julie Markussen, Jasmine Jaffe, Amy Sobajian, Martha Orozco, Rosi Kent, Conny Lederer, 
Lisa Craig, Leslie Nuesca, Esther Thurber, Hiroyo Garrett. 
 
School/Administration Report:  Mr. Valerio presented the school report.  The committee in charge of 
selecting the new principal for Venice has narrowed the field down from 20 applicants to 11 who will be 
interviewed.  They will then pick 3 candidates who will present at an open forum on 2/24.  The school WASC 
accreditation mid-term review will be held on 3/24.  Parent volunteers are needed for discussion with the 
review committee.    Mr. Valerio would also like parents to send him an email at RXV6155@lausd.net 
describing what things they think are going well at Venice, positive experiences their children have had at the 
school, and things that they think need to be improved. 
 
Guest Speaker:  Cynthia Macias from UCLA presented a tutorial on paying for college entitled Financial Aid 
101. She spoke about sources for financial aid: scholarships, grants, work-study, and loans.  Charts will be 
posted when they are available. 
 
Magnet Teacher Reports:  STEMM lead teacher Courtney Lockwood discussed the Parent Night held on 
January 29, for parents whose students received a D or F in the fall semester.  Unfortunately only 21 families, 
of the ~150 who were invited, chose to attend.  Those who did received personal attention from 10 teachers 
present.  Dr. Perlmutter, a Holocaust survivor, spoke on February 11th to a full auditorium regarding his 
experiences.  The students were very engaged and respectful.  On February 20th, parent Mary Smith will 
present on her career as a Family Nurse Practitioner.  The STEMM student council has been fundraising for an 
event on March 13th (“almost” Pi day).   
 
Language Dept. chair Cris Vicente discussed upcoming activities for the WLGS magnet.  The 10th grade 
students will go on a field trip to UCLA on March 11, while 9th grade students will be going to the Port of Los 
Angeles on April 10th.  The WLGS Parent Support Night will be on February 19th.  A group of Italian students, 
along with Ms. Willcox, will be attending the LA Opera’s presentation of Le Nozze di Figaro (The Marriage of 
Figaro) on March 18th.  They have been studying the text in class and making good use of the Language Lab 
iPads, as have the other language classes.   The faculty is working on plans for the next installment of the 
documentary series “When We Were Kings,” to be shown to classes on May 19/20.   The WLGS faculty is 
discussing ways to better market the school, both to increase enrollment and to raise funds. 
 
Magnet coordinator Julie Markussen reported that she is working on the Magnet Annual Report, and preparing 
for a district spring magnet meeting where they will get news on enrollment for next year.  Admitted students 
will be notified the first week of April, and will have until the end of April to accept or decline.  Orientations 
for new students and parents will be held on several Saturdays in May, and at least one weeknight for those 
who cannot attend on the weekend.  She is considering ways to avoid some of the confusion that took place 
last year when some students/parents attended presentations for the wrong magnet school (even though their 
assignments were available at the check-in desk).  The district Biliteracy Award will have a different process 
than last year, as the limitations of MISIS makes it impossible for her to pre-screen for eligible students.  
Those students who believe they are eligible will need to apply.  Parent conference night for the entire school 
will be on March 26th.   
 
Financial Report:  Treasurer Lois Saucedo presented an accounting of financial activities for the period. 
 
Announcements:  The group received a thank you letter from Ms. Witham for sponsoring the novel reading 
event in the fall.  Sylvia Shelp presented information about Grad Night, and announced that PTSA needs new 



candidates to fill officer positions for next year.  The new Parent Center has opened in Shop 1A.  The spring 
campus beautification day will be held on April 11th.  Many parent and student volunteers will be needed to 
make the day a success.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:17 pm.   
 
Next meeting 3/12/15, 6:30 pm    
 
Submitted by Jim Barrie 


