
Friends of Venice Magnet – Meeting Minutes 
November 12, 2015 

 
 
Board Members in Attendance: Jim Barrie, Gloria Halfacre, David Kent, Brenda Robinson, Lois 
Saucedo, Mary Smith, Nancy Steiner 
Others in Attendance: Oryla Wiedoeft, Lakisha Clark, Pavlin Lange, Courtney Lockwood, Cris 
Vicente, Guy Cerda, Maureen Tomlin, Patty Young, Keith McKnight, Cheryl Hamano, Liza 
Ryan, Elsa Shekelle, Bobby Mustol, Martha Orozco, Rosi Kent 
 
 
New Graduation Requirements – Ms. Clark, Assistant Principal 
Ms. Clark described new requirements affecting all students other than current 12th graders:    

-‐ They must take a math class each year of high school.   
-‐ They need 210 credits to graduate 
-‐ If they pass a class that is further in the sequence than one they did not pass (e.g. they 

failed Algebra 1, but later passed Algebra 2) they can still receive a diploma without 
retaking the lower level class. However, they will not receive credit for the lower level 
class, and they will not fulfill UC and Cal State requirements unless they retake and pass 
the class. 

-‐ In order for students who participate in sports teams to receive P.E. credit, their team 
must be coached by a P.E. credentialed instructor. This means some students will not 
receive P.E. credit for their sport. 

 
New College Counselor – Mr. Cerda 
Mr. Cerda is available to meet with students before and after school, as well as at nutrition and 
lunch. He is holding a College Workshop on Saturday, Nov. 14 to review the application process 
for UC and Cal State and discuss personal statements. He also held a workshop on Thursday, 
Nov. 12 for seniors with a 2.5 GPA or above to make them aware of their options.  
 
He will hold financial aid workshops in the spring, and recommends that parents check out 
FAFSA.edu.gov to learn their estimated family contribution and grants for which their student 
may be eligible. March 2 is deadline for applying to most colleges. Most 12th grade English 
teachers work with students on the personal essay, but there is not time to do so in AP English 
classes. See the calendar on his web page for information about college representatives who will 
be visiting VHS. 
 
Principal’s Report – Dr. Wiedoeft 
Dr. Wiedoeft mentioned the school’s new website, http://venicehs-lausd-ca.schoolloop.com/, and 
reminded parents that it is still a work in progress. She is working on linking it to the old website 
address. There will be a School Modernization meeting on December 1 at 6 pm with architects 
and district personnel. Parents are encouraged to attend.  Dr. Wiedoeft thanked Ms. Lockwood 
for establishing a relationship with Google. The company will be training teachers how to use 
Google Classroom and other Google Tools. We have applied for a Google grant to purchase 
ChromeBooks for all students. Dr. Wiedoeft is aware that the Magnet bus regularly arrives late. 
She and Mr. Lange have contacted every level of the district about this issue. 



 
Counseling Report - Mr. Lange 
Students who arrive late via the Magnet bus will not be marked late or absent as long as they 
obtain a pass from the Magnet office. eChoices applications are due Nov. 13. Presentations here 
and at Magnet Fairs went well and garnered good feedback. Space is available in WLGS and 
STEMM for the spring semester. Students must apply by the end of this month. Those wishing to 
apply for next year who did not do so via eChoices can apply after December 1 for “space 
available” spots. 
Mr. Lange thanked all the parent volunteers who have been helping in the Magnet office, and 
especially Mary Smith for organizing this effort. Parent volunteer process is being centralized 
through Lydia Ponce’s office. Mr Lange can be reached at pbl5098@lausd.net 
 
STEMM Report - Ms. Lockwood 
STEMM had their first speaker, an anesthesiologist from Torrance Memorial Hospital, and has 
others slated for the year. An application for funding from the Sawchuk Foundation is currently 
under review. Mr. Rojo is planning a field trip to his alma mater, Harvey Mudd College. Mr. 
Rojo has earned ROP status, which may make funding sources available. Ms. Hughes’ and Mr. 
Rojo’s classes watched the documentary Code Girls. Ms. Paige is willing to be a sponsor a Code 
Girls group if VHS girls wish to participate. Student Council has a logo contest; entries are due 
Dec. 12. The new Solar Club will be using solar devices to power a boat in a race in Temecula in 
May. 
 
WLGS Report - Mr. Vicente 
All WLGS students participated in a field trip to see the movie He Named Me Malala. WLGS is 
partnering with a non-profit organization to collect recycled clothing it sell it to benefit the 
Malala Fund. Seniors went on a trip to the Getty Villa, where they participated docent led tours. 
On Nov. 13, 60 Japanese high school students will visit for a cultural exchange program. The 
WLGS Council is working on a writing context. There may be an Amnesty International Club 
forming at VHS. International Languages Week takes place during the Spring semester, and a 
Cultural Challenge may be held. Suggestions and/or assistance from parents are welcome. 
 
Treasurer’s Report – Jim Barrie 
An income statement was distributed. We received $7,800 from the family donation drive so far. 
We have over $16,000 in available funds. 
 
New Business 
- Mary Smith reviewed Jackets of Excellence criteria and asked that FOVM consider making a 
donation to fund one or more jackets. The group voted to fund $250, which will purchase two 
jackets. This year, 35 students qualified, and will be honored at a luncheon on January 29 from 
12 to noon. Elsa Shekelle is lead parent for the luncheon, and is looking for volunteers to help.  
Parents expressed frustration that the criteria for jackets seems to vary from year to year, and 
also asked for a better system of disseminating this information to both students and parents.  
 
- Allocation of Raised Funds: FOVM has approximately $16,000 in available funding. It was 
agreed that half of the amount be disbursed for needed supplies, giving STEMM and WLGS 



$4,000 each. Ms. Lockwood and Mr. Vicente will communicate with Jim Barrie regarding 
needed items and/or reimbursement for items previously purchased with their own funds. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 7:50 pm. 
 
Next meeting date: Thursday, December 10th 
	  


