
 
Friends of Venice Magnet 

Meeting Minutes 
November 14, 2013 

 
1. Welcome- Jim Barrie 
2. Attendance - see sign in sheet 
3. Approval of October minutes - postponed until next meeting 
4. Magnet Coordinator - Julie Markussen 

a. Tours are very positive 
b. Magnets - “Word is getting out” , there has been much interest 
c. Attended many different school fairs 
d. Clerical help - Ms Lee.  Her time has been split between main office 

and textbook room.  Magnet office may have her for 1-2 hours 
daily.  She has not been trained on how to handle transcripts.  Next 
training is in December.  Julie does not have access to 
transcripts.  Parents are frustrated and upset.  Julie is also 
requesting cumes.  District does not know how big of a problem a 
lack of a clerk is.  PLEASE express any problems and concerns 
with Dr. Mendoza.  Comprehensive school has a full time clerk with 
1200 students.  Magnet officially has no one.  Ms Roche Blair has 
gone to SSC to push for more hours.  Magnet audit is next 
Friday.  Mary Lou Comacho is the auditor. 

e. Dr. Eller is out until February.  Ms Summers, a retired APSCS will 
cover for her. 

f. Mr. Shock is the new sub from English.  He taught at Wilson for 13 
years and moved on to Eagle Rock for 3 months then was 
displaced.  There are 40 English teachers who were 
displaced.  Julie reached out to all of them and only 4 replied. 

5. Treasurer’s Report - see attached 
6. Old Business 

a. Jim passed out an Ipad handout with costs.  Mr. Kent will check 
with Palsm teachers regarding usage of ipad cart.  Applecare- 3 
year warranty.  Self insuring might be better. 

b. Library Project- Mary Smith handed out info for projects in the 
library.  The library itself needs an update.  Mary, Julie and Ms Gill 
have a laundry list of projects for the library.  Library Club has about 
30 students.  They would like to do a fundraiser at Barnes and 
Noble on December 11, 2013.  Possibly reach out to other schools 
for book donations.  Parents may gift a magazine subscription to 
the library.  Mary would like to officially meet with Dr. Mendoza to 
find out how to clean up the library.  “Wonder of Reading” is a non 
profit organization to help with renovations.  LACMA could possibly 
help with the cleaning of the murals.  SPARK is another 



organization that helps with restorations. 
c. STEMM received a 50K grant from Google. 
d. Fundraiser letter for Language magnet to go out after Thanksgiving. 
e. Coordinator Discretionary Fund.  Propose 2k for brochures and 

banners.  Jim B made the motion, mary seconded it.  Motion 
passes. 

f. Continued parent support in Office. 
7. Adjourned   

 
 
Next Meeting is December 12, 2013, 6:30-8:00pm.	  


