
 
Minutes of the Friends of Venice Magnet meeting held on January 15, 2015   
 
Meeting called to order at 6:30 pm. 
 
Board Members in attendance: David Kent, Craig Jaffe, Mary Smith, Jim Barrie, Lois Saucedo, Elsa 
Shekelle, Nancy Steiner. 
 
Others in attendance: Mr. Valerio, Courtney Lockwood, Cris Vicente, Maria Alamillo Ramirez, Sarah 
Auerswald, Tammy Carr, Brenda Robinson, Catherine Johnson, Kumiko Sasamori, Kathleen Yasuda, Martha 
Orozco. 
 
School/Administration Report:  Mr. Valerio presented the school report.  Interim principal Bishop was 
unable to attend due to illness.  He reported that the semester has started smoothly, and the administration is 
working to resolve any scheduling issues that arise.  The SBM committee is working on the process for hiring 
the new, permanent, principal for Venice.  The position posting is still open, and they expect many qualified 
candidates.  Interview will begin in February, with a decision to be made by early March.  Once the committee 
has down selected to three candidates, a meeting open to all Venice stakeholders will be held to allow each 
candidate to present their vision for the school  (this meeting has now been scheduled for Tuesday, February 
24th at 6:30 pm).  Mr. Valerio reported that interim AP Mr. Marks is still filling in for Dr. Eller, who will likely 
not be returning to Venice.  The new AP hiring process will begin after the new principal is in place.  If parents 
would like to weigh in with Ms. Bishop with suggestions for what skills should be considered for the new 
principal, they can reach her by email at FJB6723@LAUSD.NET 
 
Magnet Teacher Reports:  Language Dept. chair Cris Vicente discussed upcoming activities for the WLGS 
magnet.  The 10th grade students will go on a field trip to UCLA on March 11, while 11th grade students will be 
going on a field trip to the Museum of Tolerance (date TBD).  The faculty are working on plans for the next 
installment of the documentary series, with three films still under consideration.   They are still working 
through some issues of connectivity for the Language Lab iPads (note – problems are now solved!!!), but he is 
still making plans for implementing new language learning apps once those issues are resolved. 
 
STEMM lead teacher Courtney Lockwood discussed the upcoming Parent Night on January 29, for parents 
whose students received a D or F in the fall semester.  The goal of the evening is to help those students get 
back on a positive track for academic success.  They will discuss making up the classes, tutoring options, and 
how parents can track their student’s performance with Jupiter Grades.  She also discussed an upcoming field 
trip to UCLA on January 23, and summer opportunities at the UCLA Tech Camp (applications due February 
27) and UCLA Summer Research Program (due January 31).  A Holocaust survivor is coming to speak at 
Venice on February 11th during 3rd period.  Approximately 1000 Venice students will hear his stirring story.  
Finally, she mentioned that STEMM counselor Ms. Victorin is working with all her seniors to assure that they 
have fulfilled all their requirements for graduation. 
 
Financial Report:  Treasurer Lois Saucedo presented an accounting of financial activities for the period. 
 
Old Business: Mary Smith announced that the FOVM advocacy on behalf of the library has borne fruit - 
$20,000 in school funds have been earmarked for much needed upgrades, including computers and a printer 
for student use, and new paint and carpet.  Mary is still looking for funds to replace the world flags in the 
library.  Discussion ensued, and the group concurred that if outside funds are not readily available, FOVM will 
help with this purchase.  
 
New Business: Mary Smith announced that Venice has a new Media Class that is offered 6th and 7th periods in 
collaboration with Santa Monica College.  Two classes of 40 students each are enrolled.  The students will 
receive both 10 units of LAUSD credit (although not A-G eligible) and 3 units of college credit through SMC.  
SMC is supplying the teachers for this class, which is a pilot program that is currently planned to last 5 years.  
There is also a new Music Technology class that is held one day per week after school (extracurricular).    
 
The Boys and Girls Club has a free SAT prep class beginning February 2 and running until May.  It will be 



held on campus on Mondays and Wednesdays from 3:30 – 4:45 pm.   
 
The Magnet office, and, in fact, all the school offices need more parent volunteers – parents are urged to 
contact Mr. Valerio if they can help out.   
 
Sarah Auerswald brought up the need for students to be able to learn of community service opportunities so 
that they can fulfill their service requirements.  Jim Barrie mentioned that a page has been created for this 
purpose on the venicemagnet.org website, and that he will post whatever information is sent his way.   
 
Catherine Johnson mentioned that Venice is hosting a Robotics Tournament on January 24th – volunteers are 
needed to help out.   
 
Mr. Holland is coordinating a peer tutoring program in which 11th and 12th grade students help out others:  Ms. 
Lockwood will forward information regarding this. 
 
The Parent Center at Venice is moving to Shop 1A soon.  They have received a grant to upgrade the facility, 
and hope to be able to offer medical services to the community soon. 
 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 pm.   
 
Next meeting 2/12/15, 6:30 pm    
 
Submitted by Jim Barrie 


