
 
 
 

 
School Report (in combination with FOVM):   Dr. Mendoza discussed the challenges we 
have this year.  Academies have lost their funding.  But we still have Graphic Arts, the Magnet, 
and other programs up and coming.   API scores come out on Aug 30.  The push this year is to 
work toward being a California Distinguished School (800 API) and a federal Blue Ribbon HS.  
She shared that 50% of our families speak Spanish and a high diversity in the levels of our 
students.   Our full time PSA (attendence person) was pulled this year so we only have 1 person 
for 2 days/week  to track down the 250 no-shows (who probably moved).  Our enrollment 
numbers are low in the comprehensive school (only 325 9th graders).  Current enrollment is 
close to 2100.  To keep all our staff from last year we need 2200.  Norm Day is Sept 14.  Our 
applications for reduced lunch are due Oct. 3 and we are only at 25% (very low).  We need at 
least 50% eligible to receive Title 1 funds.   There will be an incentive drive and publicize the 
fee waivers, etc. that come with it.  Joyce will put a link on Yahoo.  The realities of NCLB (we 
could be PI 5 this year) may be changed.  Theoretically the school could be reconstitued 
(employees would have to reapply).   

 
We have only 5 clerical staff (down from 11 two years ago): one each for attendence, textbook, 
main, special ed, and counseling office.  None in Magnet Office.  SSC is discussing use of funds but 
there are rules about use of funds directly for services. 
 
Kevin Berhendt introduced the Gondolier Booster Club and explained the function of the GBC.  
Their meetings are the first Thursday of the month. 
 
Gerry discussed the Friends of Venice (FOV) and the need for coordinated fundraising. 
 
Mr. Zimmer was introduced and told us about the Convocation on Sunday, Aug 26 at 11 am here at 
Venice.   He wants to welcome our new area superintendent Cheryl Hildreth.  We are also 
welcoming the MT Bell Ringers  back from the Olympics where they played 7 venues.  
Refreshments will be served.  He knows it has been rough and thanked everyone for their efforts. 
He is glad Mr. Vicente and Mr. Wright are back in their classrooms.  He is still working on creating 
a K-12 pipeline around the Venice values and multilingualism.  Please come and ask questions.  
Student volunteers are needed. 
 
Minutes from  FOVM meeting of Aug 20, 2012   
Meeting Called to Order at 7 pm  
 
Board Members in attendance: Lauri Lieske, Jeff Miller, Amy Sobajian, Ron Furuyama,  Annette 
Mercer, Jim Barrie, Kristin Duerr, Tammy Newsome-Carr,  Brenda Robinson 
 
Jim introduced himself and the purpose of the group and the board members.  We support the 
Magnet as well as the rest of the school.  The July Minutes were approved via email. 
 

1. Financial Report:  Lauri reported that we have a Balance of $28,152.59 some of which is 
allocated.  We balance with the GBC report. 

 
2. Report from Magnet Coordinator/School News:  Julie Markussen reported on the 

numbers in the Magnet.  We have 515 enrolled but we were expecting 545.  523 is the 
magic number to fill by Norm Day.  We are now recruiting to fill the spots.  We have 



120 9th graders and have exhausted the wait lists, etc.  We are taking walk ins but many 
are coming from the comprehensive school (which is not desirable).  We have a waiting 
list for the upper grades but there will likely be openings.  We have lost kids to New 
West, Uni, Westchester, and Cortines.   Some have stated that the lack of music and art 
is a reason.   We have 4 classes this year (down from 10).  There have been scheduling 
difficulties due to sports and honors class schedule conflicts.   

 
We have a new teacher (Ms. Rose) to take over Ms. Yu’s classes starting tomorrow 
(Comp and 9th grade).  She is coming from the comprehensive school who is now hiring. 
Ms. Markussen thanked the parents for helping get Mr. Vicente and Mr. Wright back.  
Mr. Lange is helping put together a trip to Paris, Barcelona, and Madrid for any students.  
The trip will be the first week of June. 
 
The math waiver was resolved for this year and she thanked us for our help.  Working 
with Mr. Morales in a positive way was helpful and showed the power of this group. 
 
Ms. Kruchen is teaching German 2, 3, and 4 but the district is phasing out German.   
 
There is no clerical in the magnet office.  She and Ms. Roche Blair are buried in phone 
calls and emails.  Transcripts would come from the downstairs counseling office.  
Volunteers signed up to help and will start Wed.  Volunteers do not need TB if less than 
15 hours a week.  We need to do advance planning to address transcripts and staff needs 
for students. 
 
Ms. Markussen asked teachers for a wish list.  The Meet and Mingle  might be Thursday 
Sept. 13.  6:30-8 pm.  

 
Spending Committee:  We need to decide on our agenda for the year and create a priority list.  We 
also need to get more people to contribute.  We know that clerical support is important and we have 
been waiting to see what happens with the SSC funds.   This discussion should continue prior to the 
next meeting via email (venicemagnet@gmail.com).   
 
Fundraising:  Direct ask is the best for now and a letter will go out soon.   We will push to get info 
from the language classes.  More committee members would be welcome.  GBC is setting up a 
monthly donation format as well. 
 
Surveys:  Parents like email communication and Jupiter grades.  Response was poor due to timing 
but we may repeat.  FOV has paid for Jupiter Grades again.   
 
Meeting adjourned 7:  
  
Next meeting Sept. 10 
Submitted by Annette Mercer 
 
 
 


