
 
Minutes of the Friends of Venice Magnet meeting held on August 21, 2014   
 
Meeting called to order at 6:35 pm. 
 
Board Members in attendance: David Kent, Craig Jaffe, Mary Smith, Jim Barrie, Lois Saucedo, Alim 
Shamji, Nancy Steiner, Sherry Godfrey. 
 
Others in attendance: Cris Vicente-Aguilar, Courtney Lockwood, Moira Weight, Glenda Colima Ernestina 
Sernas, Martha Orozco, Rosi Kent, Randee deMar, Sarah Auerswald, Guillermo Gomez, Esther Gomez, Gloria 
Halfacre, Sheryl Katzovitz, Sara Roos, Tiffani Garnett, Francis Nickels, Gloria Balderas, Rene Giron, Teresa 
Burdette, Erick Burdette, Fred Moore, Katherine Boutry, Vianney Boutry, Brenda Robinson, Elizabeth Palser, 
Nadia Yoshioka, Kumiko Sasamori, David Fuchs, Marion Fuchs, Trasey Nomachi, Elliot Katzovitz, Hazel 
Kight Witham, Yolanda West, Bobby Mustol, Daryl Olesinski, Martina Linden, Lina Yamaguchi, Soni Lloyd, 
Jodi Komesu, Pavlin Lange, Hiroyo Garrett, Krista Hopkins, Jasmine Jaffe, Steve Craig, Amy Sobajian, 
Richard Valerio, Elsa Mendoza. 
 
School/Administration Report: Dr. Elsa Mendoza and Richard Valerio spoke on behalf of the school.  Dr. 
Mendoza reposted that the magnet schools now represent one half of the students at Venice HS.  Because of 
this, she has been able to assign a full time clerk to the magnet office, but she thanked those parents who have 
volunteered, and continue to volunteer, to help out in the office.  She announced that Mr. Valerio has moved 
his office upstairs to be adjacent to the magnet office so that he can directly serve the needs of the magnet 
students and families.  Dr. Mendoza stated that both magnet schools are slightly below the enrollment numbers 
needed to maintain all of their assigned staffing.  STEMM enrollment is 411, twenty below that needed.  If 
they are below 431 on norm day, they may have to displace a teacher and combine classes.  However, since the 
MISIS program has caused such confusion, the district has said that they won’t act quickly on this, and norm 
day may be later than usual.  The WLGS magnet enrollment is 513, ten below the minimum required to keep 
their 18 teacher slots.  Dr. Mendoza indicated that she is working with Magnet Coordinator Julie Markussen 
daily to work on filling the available slots with students on the waiting lists.  The numbers are increasing, 
although some of the kids joining the magnets are transferring from the comprehensive school, hurting the 
numbers there. 
 Amy Sobajian asked whether School Board Representative Zimmer would be helping the school by 
providing funding for two positions in the comprehensive school, as he has from his discretionary budget the 
past two years.  Dr. Mendoza answered that she made that request, but was told no.  Dr. Mendoza stated that 
this may be because the comprehensive school enrollment is down to 1010, well below the 1144 that was 
projected.  There were 290 students who were registered but who failed to show up on the first day of school – 
the admin team is working to call each one to check their status.  Many have indicated that they are enrolling at 
Palisades HS or Animo Venice Charter HS.   Dr. Mendoza stated that she was less worried about the magnet 
schools making their enrollment numbers than she was for the comprehensive school, and that she and her 
team would be participating in student recovery day, with Mr. Zimmer, on September 5th.    It was the view of 
the group that parents should advocate for the school by calling Mr. Zimmer’s office at 213-241-6387. 
 David Kent then read a statement from Julie Markussen, who was unable to attend the meeting.  Her 
comments included welcoming several new teachers to the magnet schools, and thanking Mary Smith for 
coordinating the large number of parent volunteers who have been helping out in the magnet office. 
 Dr. Mendoza then fielded several questions from those attending.  Brenda Robinson inquired about the 
backlog in athletes being cleared by the nurse.  Dr. Mendoza stated that she has provided funding for the nurse 
to work over the weekend to clear the backlog.  (Note:  most students were cleared by early the following week, 
according to Athletic Director Rich McKeon.)  Alim Shamji asked about the status of Jupiter Grades.  Dr. 
Mendoza stated that the district had originally required schools to use MISIS instead of third party systems, but 
since MISIS was in crisis this semester, the school had received permission to go back to using Jupiter Grades 
for the fall semester.  The district still plans to uses MISIS in the spring, but several teachers in attendance 
weighed in that they would prefer to keep Jupiter Grades for at least the entire year, allowing time for any bugs 
in MISIS to be worked out during the spring. 
 
Financial Report:  Treasurer Lois Saucedo presented an accounting of financial activities for the period 
ending August 21, 2014.   A copy of the treasurer’s reports for FOVM and Friends of STEMM is attached.  A 



question was asked about why FOVM raises funds, and Jim Barrie provided details about the many school 
needs that FOVM donations had covered in prior years. 
 
Magnet Teacher Reports:  Courtney Lockwood, lead teacher for STEMM reported on the funding needs for 
STEMM, pointing out that during the prior school year about $74K of the $89K required to begin the program 
was funded by outside sources, and that only $14K came from the school district.  Donors included Rotory 
Clubs, Pithias, Masons, and Google (which provided a grant of $50K).  She is meeting with Google to 
determine whether they will renew their grant for this year, as STEMM needs $60K to cover programs for 
2014-15.  This includes $40K for robotics to purchase the starting kits, and $11K for the biomedical sciences 
program (human body project).  She stated that the Venice Alumni Association had provided a $900 grant to 
purchase planners for all the STEMM students, and that Dr. Mendoza had provided additional funds to provide 
planners for rest of the 9th graders in the school.  Ms. Lockwood stated that an additional $800 would be 
needed to provide planners to WLGS students in 10th-12th grades.   Ms. Lockwood pointed out that the school 
now had several science based clubs, including Robotics, MESA, Computer Club, and a new club called Cyber 
Patriots, which covers techniques for preventing unauthorized use of computers and networks (hacking).  If the 
school can get 20 girls to join Cyber Patriots, the school will receive 20 computers to use for the program that 
can also be used for STEMM classes. 
 Cris Vicente-Aguilar, Spanish teacher for WLGS then made some comments on behalf of his 
colleagues.  He pointed out the WLGS has again been named a Magnet of Merit in LAUSD, and thanked the 
FOVM for purchasing equipment to begin the Language Lab at the school.  They are awaiting a visit from 
Apple to install the hardware.  He proudly pointed out that the WLGS senior class of 2014 had a 99% 
graduation rate!  Mr. Vicente described how the WLGS teachers are continuing to work to integrate 
international relations into all classes in the program, and that they will be continuing the documentary series 
that was started last year.  Soni Lloyd, a social studies teacher in WLGS then described the plan for this year’s 
documentary.  All students in WLGS will watch the same movie (“Granito”) in their language classes and will 
then discuss aspects of the movie in all their classes. Following this, the forensic anthropologists who were 
featured in the movie will visit Venice for an assembly.  Finally, Trasey Nomachi, Japanese teacher in WLGS 
described the plan for grouping each of the small learning communities at Venice into contiguous spaces, and 
indicated that the project is moving forward. 
 Several questions were fielded from the floor:  David Kent asked for further clarification on why the 
STEMM program was initiated by LAUSD without adequate funding to cover the classes.  Ms. Lockwood 
described how the program has been fast tracked, but that funds somehow slipped through the cracks.  Since 
most of the costs are one-time expenses to get the program off the ground; she is hopeful that if they can get 
through the first four years the program will be able to purchase replacement supplies without too much effort.  
Several parents made comments about the lower than expected enrollment, and asked about what could be 
done.  It was suggested that local area realtors be invited to a future event and be asked to help us promote the 
school, since it was in their best interests to advertise the wonderful things happening at Venice.  Dr. Mendoza 
indicated that she was investing in items to be used at recruitment faires (Note – FOVM purchased banners for 
the magnet schools last year for just this purpose).  Dr. Mendoza also stated that a PR committee would be 
forming soon to address this issue. 
 
Old Business:   
 In the interest of time, what hadn’t been covered during the extensive discussions ensuing from the 
school and teacher reports was deferred until our next meeting. 
 
New Business: 
 Sara Roos. a Venice parent that also serves on the Mar Vista Community Council Education 
Committee stated that her group was looking to identify representatives from each school in the area served by 
MVCC to act as a conduit for information about school achievements to the council.  Her committee meets on 
the last Tuesday of every month.   This would be a great way to inform the community about Venice, and may 
help us get some grant funds from MVCC. 
 
After concluding remarks by David Kent, the meeting was adjourned at 8:00 pm.   
Next meeting 9/11/14, 6:30 pm    
Submitted by Jim Barrie 
 



 
 

 



 


