
 
Minutes of the Friends of Venice Magnet meeting held on May 8, 2014   
 
Meeting called to order at 6:30 pm. 
Board Members in attendance: Jim Barrie, Tammy Carr, Ron Furuyama, Lois Saucedo, Elsa Shekelle, Mary 
Smith. 
Others in attendance: Sara Roos, Sherry Godfrey, Noriko Peet, Jasmine Jaffe, Craig Jaffe, David Kent, Amy 
Sobajian, Mishalay Sanders, Sarah Auerswald, Nancy Steiner, Alim Shamji. 
 
Meeting Minutes:  Minutes from the FOVM meeting on April 10, 2014 were approved without revision.  
Minutes from the FOVM Special Board meeting also held on April 10, 2014 were approved without revision.   
 
Financial Report:  Treasurer Lois Saucedo presented an accounting of financial activities for the period 
ending May 8, 2014.   A copy of the treasurer’s reports for FOVM and Friends of STEMM is attached below. 
 
School/Administration Report: Julie Markussen was unable to attend, as she was at the Venice Chamber of 
Commerce event that was honoring WLGS counselor Bonnie Roche-Blair.  The group expressed their 
congratulations to Bonnie for this important recognition.   
 
Old Business:   
 Revision of the Bylaws – Jim reported that the revised bylaws had been ratified at a special Board 
meeting held after the FOVM meeting on April 10th, clearing the way for elections to be held at this meeting. 
 Language Lab – all of the hardware ordered for the Language Lab has arrived at school.  Jim reported 
that the last issue is that an Apple technical support person needs to come to school to install/setup the cart, 
laptop, and iPads.  
 
New Business: 
 Jasmine Jaffe and Nancy Steiner proposed holding a welcoming event during the summer for new 
Venice Magnet families.  General consensus was that this was a fine idea.  Nancy volunteered to discuss with 
Julie Markussen and the school administration. 

Election of 2014-15 Board - Nominations were taken from the floor for the 2014-15 FOVM Board of 
Directors.  Seven WLGS parents were nominated:  Elsa Shekelle, Mary Smith, Lois Saucedo, Jim Barrie, Sara 
Roos, Jeff Miller and Alim Shamji.  Four STEMM parents were nominated:  David Kent, Sherry Godfrey, 
Nancy Steiner, and Craig Jaffe.     

Because there were fewer STEMM candidates than available Board positions (5), the slate of four 
nominees was elected by acclimation.   These four will represent STEMM on the 2014-15 FOVM Board.   

Those present then proceeded to vote for five candidates among the seven WLGS nominee.  Outgoing 
Board members Ron Furuyama and Tammy Carr supervised counting of the ballots.  Those receiving the 
greatest number of votes were (in alphabetical order): Jim Barrie, Lois Saucedo, Alim Shamji, Elsa Shekelle, 
and Mary Smith.  These five will represent WLGS on the 2014-15 FOVM Board. 

Because the new bylaws call for an equal number of Board members representing STEMM and WLGS, 
it will fall upon the newly elected Board to fill the remaining empty position in a timely manner.  It was 
anticipated by the group that this would be done at the next meeting. 
 
 
Meeting adjourned 7:45 pm.   
Next meeting 5/29/14, 6:30 pm    
Submitted by Jim Barrie 
 



 
 



 


