
Minutes from  FOVM meeting of May 9, 2013   
 
This Annual General Membership Meeting called to order at 6:30 pm.  
 
Board Members in attendance: Annette Mercer, Jim Barrie, Lauri Lieske, Tammy Carr, Lois 
Saucedo, Ron Furuyama, Amy Sobajian 
Others in attendance: Julie Markussen, David Kent, Tami Griener, Elsa Shekelle, Noriko Peet, 
Mary Smith 
 
Financial Report: We have $1280 committed for dictionaries and tape recorders.  There was no 
activity this month.  Our ending balance is $28,575.45. 
 
April Minutes approved as written. Tammy moved, Ron seconded. 
 
Magnet Coordinator Report: She thanked everyone for their help at the last orientation.  There 
were translation issues because the audio was not available in the auditorium.  Julie reported that Mr. 
Nunez and Mr. Alessi are setting up the audio on Saturday.  She is looking for headsets that are 
compatible but also will have people around to help.  Tami is bringing some 9th graders and pens. 
 
The WLAGS Magnet has 554 confirmed (cap is 547; 523 is the number to keep the teachers).  She is 
a little concerned that too many will lead to large classes.    The STEMM magnet has 125 for the 9th 
grade  (and 230 overall) and is working on the walk-ins (would like around 150 for 9th and 280 total).   
The situation is still fluid and none of the STEMM kids are in the computer due to a District glitch.      
 
STEMM has hired 4 teachers from VHS: Ms. Lockwood (English), Mr. Holland (Math), Ms. Singh 
(Science), and Ms. Sabbah (PE and Health).  Another English teacher from outside Venice has been 
offered a spot.  There will be a spot in WLAGS in English because Ms. Ruiz is leaving.  There are 
good candidates.   The status of Mr. Vicente (Spanish) and Mr. Wright (Art) is still of concern.   
 
The Magnet Office might be revised so Ms. Talley has a space, though there may be non-magnet kids 
visiting the counselors.  Both magnet lead teachers want the current office.  There is still no clerk and 
the one who has been helping is retiring.  Julie would like a consistent person.  She could purchase a 
clerk with Magnet funds, but it can’t be split among multiple funds.  However, Estelle Lucket 
(Director of Student Integration Services) said that principals must provide clerical to Magnets.  
There is also no copy room clerk (he makes copies and fixes equipment, as well as ordering).   
 
The Language teachers have been meeting about the Language Lab ideas.  It is not clear that we will 
have a physical space.   They are considering a portable cart with either iPads or laptops.   Laptops 
can be used for AP tests and may be more long term but are more expensive.   An iPad cart with 10 
iPads is about $6000 (and can add to get 40).  Each cart would get a laptop, training, printer, Apple 
TV, and servicing would cost about $26,000 total.  Jim has the information.   
 
Next year the Title 1 coordinator will be Derek Campbell. The Deans will be Mr. Gasca and Ms. 
Cohen, Ms. White will be the English Language coordinator.   
 
Julie will check on who is running final transcripts. Final transcripts for seniors will also be hard 
copied and available over the summer in case of a problem.   
 
General Report:  Jim would like to prioritize the teacher situation as what we should send to our 
parents.  Parents should ask the kids to include their perspective.  He will draft something in the next 
few days.  The new Board will work on the Fundraising plan. 



 
Nominations for 2013-14 WLAGS Board: Eleven people have volunteered and we have 9 spots.   
The New board members are: 
 
Jim Barrie 
Tammy Carr 
Kristin Duerr 
Ron Furuyama 
Tami Greiner 
Brenda Robinson 
Lois Saucedo 
Elsa Shekelle 
Mary Smith 
 
The new board will choose officers.   
 
Meeting adjourned 7:50 pm.  Next meeting will be determined later.  
Submitted by Annette Mercer 


